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ASE Promotes 
parental participation and  
awareness of opportunities,  
conferences, and activities.

Immigrant and migrant families provide needed workers 
and counteract declining school enrollment. But families 
from other cultures lack very basic understanding of our 
school system. School personnel are often unaware of 
these gaps in understanding with costly results. 

The American School Explained (ASE) websites for secondary and 
elementary schools use 10 videos narrated in 11 languages with more 

planned. They help demystify our school system for immigrant families. 
Also included is a detailed, translated  
calendar that is customized for each school. 
Parents can login to their school’s websites  
at anytime. These narrated videos are helpful  
to parents who come from an oral tradition 
and don’t read in their first language. 

ASE website videos are useful at  
conferences, welcome centers, orientations, and parent meetings. They 
describe extracurricular and other opportunities for students like: sports, 
music, clubs, and other programs that colleges look for on applications. 

Cultural Connections Inc. (501c3) works to help diverse cultures within 
communities integrate.  We are working to provide the ASE website to 
Minnesota schools at a cost of $2,700.00 per school. Please help fund 
this very important initiative.

15% OF MINNESOTA 
STUDENTS SPEAK A  
PRIMARY NON-ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE AT HOME

ASE Accelerates 
integration and achievement. 
Helps improve performance 
and test scores.

ASE Relieves 
teacher and staff work  
loads by helping avoid 
misunderstandings.
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“The extent to which we accelerate the academic development of  
bilingual or multilingual students has a profound impact on the  
competitive role Minnesota plays in an increasingly global economy.” 
- Minnesota Education Equity Partnership

IDENTIFYING THE NEED
As a major provider of translated documents and 
interpreters for schools, Betmar Languages is very aware 
of the challenges presented to families of Limited English 
Proficiency.

Families from other cultures are unfamiliar with many 
aspects of the American School System. 
This can lead to misunderstandings and missed 
opportunities for parents and students.  
This also places considerable pressure on the children 
to explain things school policies, expectations and events 
to their parents while striving to keep up 
with their studies. School staff can be unaware of the 
gaps in understanding that exist for families from other 
cultures. 

Many school districts have hired Betmar Languages for 
interpreting and translating services (in a limited number 
of languages) at great cost to the school disctricts. This 
solution allows schools to easily access helpful 
information and documents for a fraction of those costs.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
American Schools Explained (ASE) has been created to assist schools by providing them with a tool for improving 
communication and parental involvement with Limited English Speaking parents. Helping families from other 
cultures understand the school system will increase effective parental involvement with their children. This will, in 
turn, contribute to greater student success throughout our communities.

Betmar Languages developed a website available to schools on a subscription basis. Through a unique login and 
password, schools will have access to their own custom site containing information to families in over 
ten languages. This information includes videos which explain the American school system, a school calendar, 
attendance policies, grading policies, graduation standards, and more. 

ASE is and efficient, flexible and cost saving solution to a growing need throughout our schools.  

PROPOSING A SOLUTION
The site is accessible at all times, quickly available, 
customizable and evolving. ASE helps schools:

 • Increase parental participation by letting them 
know they are welcome and encouraged to 
participate in their child’s education

 • Promote awareness of school policies 
and procedures

 • Facilitate integration
 • Improve student performance
 • Raise test scores
 • Encourage post secondary studies

ASE can be accessed in many ways including:

 • Welcome centers
 • Orientations 
 • Parent teacher conferences
 • Meetings with parents
 • Directly by families at home or at the 

public library

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Schools have many needs and limited budgets. We are seeking a partnership with an organization that can 
provide seed money to the schools. This would allow them to acquire the product for the first year. Once they 
have used the product for the first year and assessed its effectiveness and value, they could adjust budgets to 
include the cost of continuing the subscription.

Bridging Communication

Vote to Bring ASE into MN Schools!

“I feel so sorry for these  
families, they don’t know 
what’s going on.”
- St. Paul schools interpreter

“It is exhausting trying  
to explain everything to  
my parents; it’s hard 
enough to keep up with  
my schoolwork.”
- immigrant student

MAKE A REAL  
DIFFERENCE FOR  
OUR STATE

Bridging Communication

Vote to Bring ASE into MN Schools!


